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CASCADE,

KNITTERS HIT THE HIGH SEAS IN A BOAT FULL OF YARN THIS FALL
BY LISA SHROYER

TAKE MEAWAY
The yarn is provided by Cascade; the cruise is the 2017 Knitting 

& Crochet Cruise; the captain is Ann, owner of Knit and Stitch 
Boutique in Cocoa Village, Florida; the ship is the Oasis of the Seas; 
and the first mate this year is none other than the daring and delight-
ful Steven Be (he kind of is the Jack Sparrow of knitting!). This is the 
third cruise Ann has partnered with Cascade Yarns on, and each one 
has been a success, with repeat cruisers signing up for consecutive 
trips. The cruise runs October 29 through November 5 of this year 
and features stops in Haiti; Jamaica; and Cozumel, Mexico, plus three 
days at sea. 

What does a knitter do for days at sea? Well, this trip boasts forty 
classes from ten instructors, including stars Steven Be and Rebecca 
Combs; open-bar cocktail parties (oh my); yarn tastings with Shannon 
Dunbabin of Cascade Yarns; a fashion show; knit-alongs (including a 
mystery knit-along); and a scavenger hunt.  

I don’t think boredom will be an issue. 
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One of the really cool things about this year’s trip is the stop in 
Haiti and the women from Haitibabi that the cruisers will meet there. 
Haitibabi is an organization that provides employment and economic 
opportunity to Haitian mothers through knitting and crochet. The 
Haitian economy is a troubled one, but by making baby items that are 
sold in boutiques in the United States, the women are able to support 
themselves and their families. And because the Haitibabi employees 
do not have electricity in their village, the trip organizers are working 
to donate solar-powered lanterns on this trip. Cascade, Ann, Haitibabi, 
and Royal Caribbean worked together to set up this meeting, which 
will be a touching interaction between knitters from different worlds. 

If you’ve never been on a knitting cruise, you should consider getting 
aboard this year’s trip. These cruises don’t happen every year, and 
this year’s is sure to be an incredible event, combining education, fun 
on board, and life-changing experiences on land. 

Check it out at www.viera.cruiseholidays.com, matey!

Every few years, yarn shop owner Ann Sweeney goes full swashbuckler in the Caribbean with a company 
of about 300 knitters and, oh, a few kilos of yarn. This is the kind of booty that crafters might go Jack 
Sparrow for, you know what I mean?


